
CELEBRATING OVER 45 YEARS 
ON THE STAGE AND SCREEN



Jesse Tyler Ferguson’s lauded performance as Mitchell in the Emmy 
Award-winning ABC sitcom “Modern Family” has him earned back-to-
back Emmy nominations. Other notable roles include Leaf Coneybear 
in the Tony Award-winning musical The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee, themfilm Wonderful World (opposite Mathew Broderick), 
the series “The Class,” “Do Not Disturb” and memorable appearances 
on “Ugly Betty,” along with turns as a guest judge on “So You Think 
You Can Dance.”

What was your experience performing before coming to AMDA? 
I did community theatre in Albuquerque, which is where I’m from. I never 
had a lead role. I always auditioned for Jack in Into The Woods and then 
the other guy got it. And then John in Peter Pan and then the other guy—
Neil Patrick Harris—got that one, actually. I won’t let him forget that, either. 

What was your experience as a student at AMDA? 
I think what AMDA helped me cultivate was a sense of being OK 
with my set of tools and what I was able to do. I wasn’t really the best 
singer. I certainly wasn’t the best dancer. But look at what happened 
with Spelling Bee. Here I am given this incredibly quirky character that 
crosses his eyes when he spells and isn’t particularly a very good singer, 
but that was the perfect example of my tools coming together. AMDA 
gave me the courage to trust those instincts. 

Any audition horror stories? 
I auditioned for the musical Big River. There’s a song in it about this guy 
who loves his pig. I go in for this role and there’s this musical interlude 
in the middle of the song and I’m doing a little dance and they’re just … 
hating it. So I start just improvising and I say, “Oink, oink,” and then I say, 
“Bacon!” I say “bacon” for no reason in the middle of the song about 
the man who loves his pig … So now when my friends say they had a 
bad audition, I ask, “Was it bacon bad?”

How do you stay inspired? 
A lot of people come from being the big fish in a small pond and then you 
come to a city like this and there are a lot of talented people. So you have 
to not let that scare you. That’s part of just being an artist, anyway—being 
secure with what you have to offer. And it’s hard and it’s intimidating and 
you have to be willing to not be good sometimes. I think AMDA provided 
me with a very healthy environment for that type of learning.

JESSE TYLER 
FERGUSON
finds success in the big pond 
opposite some big names.



Forget triple threats. AMDA alum Jason Derülo sings, acts, dances and 
writes hit songs. After graduating in 2006, the Miami native gave up a 
coveted Broadway part to pursue his dream of pop stardom. It was the 
best career move he could have made. Jason’s self-titled debut album 
went gold with three platinum singles, while his sophomore effort, 
Future History, continues to produce chart-topping tracks and garner 
worldwide attention. He has topped the Billboard charts, toured with 
Lady Gaga, and appeared on television numerous times. 

When did you start performing?
I started performing when I was five years old, doing shows for my mom. 
I would tell her, “I’m going to be just like Michael Jackson!” I stuck with 
it, so she put me in performing arts school, where I could study classical 
music, jazz music, musical theatre, Shakespeare, everything. 

What brought you to AMDA? 
I wanted to cultivate the love I have for acting and at the same time get 
to do my music thing. So what more did I need? Musical theatre was the 
thing for me. I wanted to go to a school that was very family-oriented. I 
visited AMDA and loved it. AMDA has really changed my life and I can say 
that whole-heartedly. It has helped make me who I am today.

What did you learn at AMDA that influences your daily work? 
Everything. At AMDA, it depends on how hard you work because 
everything is there for you. I took advantage of the professional teachers 
and all their knowledge. You get out what you put in. They tell you that 
and it’s the truth, I promise you. When I got to AMDA, whenever I got the 
chance, I was in a studio. I was always practicing. And that’s really what it 
takes. I became a really good tapper [at AMDA], and it’s because I put in 
the effort. I wanna help bring tapping back—it’s a lost art, if you will, so I 
want to bring it back to the mainstream. It’s a big part of my live show. 

What was your experience like after graduating AMDA?
I was offered the role of Benny in Rent on Broadway and I respectfully 
declined because I didn’t think that was my path at that specific time. I 
love musical theatre but in my heart I’ve always felt like pop music was 
my destiny. I went to AMDA to make sure that I mastered every aspect of 
performing as best as possible and now I’m a performer. I’m not just an 
actor. I’m not just a singer. I’m not just a dancer. I’m not just a songwriter. 
I’m a performer. And that’s what AMDA allows you to be.

JASON 
DERÜLO
achieves his quadruple-threat 
platinum record dream.



CHRYSSIE WHITEHEAD 
graduates to Broadway stages, 
television and movie screens.

What was your dance background before AMDA?
I was a childhood ballerina and competition dancer and 
traveled to Los Angeles and New York in the summers to 
train with the best teachers in the country. When I turned 
18, I got my first professional job as a Rockette and later 
performed on the MTV Movie Awards with Robbie Williams. 
I actually auditioned for AMDA just before flying to Chicago 
to perform as Julia Stiles’ dance double in Save the Last 
Dance and found out that I got in while shooting there.

What did AMDA teach you that has helped you 
throughout your career?
I’ve always been a dancer, but I had a goal not just to be in 
the ensemble. I wanted to be in a Broadway show as a lead. 
That’s why I came to AMDA—to learn how to become a true 
triple threat. So learning the musical theatre side of things 
was important. It made me feel very prepared, where I knew 
how to walk into an audition and hold my own. I also learned 
all the tactics and tools to make me a very specific performer 
that people will want to hire, plus it gave me a good work 
ethic and taught me how to be a good professional. 

What have you been up to since graduating?
I booked the national tour of Fosse, then moved to Los 
Angeles to pursue acting. I did TV and film — I danced a 

lot on television shows — then booked A Chorus Line 
on Broadway. I got on Grey’s Anatomy and recently shot 
In Plain Sight on the USA Network. I also just finished 
shooting a lead in an ABC Family movie with Raven-
Symoné and Joanna Garcia.

What do you feel is unique about AMDA’s dance 
programs?
A lot of teachers have an extensive background in the 
business, so they can teach about how it really is. I work 
part-time at AMDA, and that works well for me because 
I work and then come back and give so much to my 
students from that.

How do you prepare your students for the real world?
To be fearless—that “strong and wrong” is better than 
not going for it at all. This business is filled with rejection, 
so you have to have thick skin. The ones who have the 
hunger and passion are the ones who will go far.

What career advice would you give AMDA students?
Having a love for the arts doesn’t mean that you have to 
be on stage. That’s what’s great about being an artist. 
Maybe you’ll like being behind the camera and become a 
director. The sky’s the limit.

2001 graduate Chryssie Whitehead has danced, acted and sung in a wide range of Broadway, film and 
television productions, including A Chorus Line, The Producers, Castle, The Mentalist, Grey’s Anatomy 
and Company. Chryssie’s experiences as an AMDA alum, working professional and now faculty 
member give her unique insight on what it takes to succeed as a burgeoning young performer.



Recent AMDA alumni appearances
From Modern Family to Glee, AMDA graduates have appeared on countless hit television 
shows and feature films throughout the years. From Ragtime to Wicked, you’re likely to find 
more AMDA alumni on Broadway than graduates of any other performing arts college.

Nina Arianda
Nina received her second consecutive 
“Best Actress” Tony nomination in 2012 
for her role as Vanda in Broadway’s Venus 
in Fur. She was nominated in 2011 for 
her performance in Born Yesterday. Nina 

recently starred with Owen Wilson in Woody Allen’s Oscar-
winning film Midnight in Paris and appeared in the feature 
film Tower Heist with Eddie Murphy.

Lee Tergesen
Lee can currently be seen in the film Red 
Tails and will portray Mike Tomlin in the 
new ABC series “Red Widow.” His prolific 
career has included a starring role in HBO’s 
“Oz” along with co-starring roles on ABC’s 

“Desperate Housewives” and Lifetime’s “Army Wives”.

J. Elaine Marcos
J. Elaine stars in the Broadway musical 
production of Priscilla Queen of the 
Desert. Her recent credits include the 
feature film Morning Glory with Harrison 
Ford, Diane Keaton and Rachel McAdams 

and the Tony Award-winning Broadway revival of 
A Chorus Line.

Christopher Jackson
Christopher recently took over the lead 
role of Delray in the Tony-winning musical 
Memphis. He won a 2011 “Outstanding 
Original Song” Emmy for the song “What 
I Am,” performed on “Sesame Street” by 

Will.i.am. He starred on Broadway as Simba in The Lion 
King and as Benny in In the Heights, and has appeared on 
numerous TV shows.

Natalie Zea
Natalie stars as Winona Hawkins in the FX 
series “Justified,” as Carrie in Showtime’s 
“Californication” and as Claire Mathews 
in “The Following,” premiering on Fox in 
2012. Previous starring roles include in 

the film InSight, ABC series “Dirty Sexy Money,” and a 
recurring role on HBO’s “Hung.”

Brett Davern
Brett stars as Jake Rosatti on the popular 
MTV series “Awkward.” He has appeared 
in numerous other shows including NBC’s 
“Medium” and “Cold Case,” “CSI: Miami” 
on CBS and “The Finder” on FOX. Look for 

Brett in the upcoming feature film, The Culling.

TELEVISION & FILM
Bailey Buntain
”Bunheads” (Ginny) ABC Family

Camille Burford
“Design Wars” (Host) HGTV
“Food Wars” (Host) Travel Channel
“Best Places I’ve Ever Been” (Host) 
Travel Channel

Amber Chaney
Hunger Games (Avox Girl)
“Walking Dead” (Hershel’s wife) AMC

Ben Cotton
“Hellcats” (Travis Guthrie) CW
“True Justice” (Thomas) Reelz
Sunflower Hour (Shamus O’Reilly)
In No Particular Order

Tiffany Engen
“Watch What Happens Live” 
(Clubhouse Cheerleader) Bravo

Stephen Kramer Glickman
”Big Time Rush” (Gustavo) Nickelodeon

Natalie Hall
”Pretty Little Liars” (Kate Randall)

Edward Howard
“The Good Wife” (IT Expert) CBS
“Pan Am” (Charles Wallingford) ABC

Rizwan Manji
The Dictator (patient)
“Shake it Up!” (John) Disney
”New Girl” (interviewer) Fox

Tanya Memme
”Sell This House Extreme” (Host) A&E

Gretchen Mol
“Boardwalk Empire” (Gillian) HBO

Amanda Musso
“Modern Family” ABC
A Thousand Words (receptionist)
The Newest Pledge (Beatrice)

Meredith Patterson
“Person of Interest” (Angela Markham) 
CBS

Eric Schneider
“Law and Order SVU” (Officer Eddie 
Nelson) NBC

Hemingway & Gelhorn (Brooklyn)
Goat (Ray)

Karly Rothenberg
“The Protector” (Marlene) Lifetime
“Grey’s Anatomy” (Ruth Bennett) ABC
“NCIS” CBS
“The Middle” ABC
“Body of Proof” ABC

Jake Speck
”Nashville” (Steve) ABC

Alex Rose Wiesel
“After Lately” (Kaylee Tanner) E!
“So Random” Disney

TOURING & REGIONAL SHOWS
Nicci Claspell
American Idiot (Extraordinary 
Girl)

Nicole Cline
In The Heights (Swing, u/s 
Daniella, Camila)

Ariel Deliz Padilla
South Pacific (Henry/James 
Hayes)

Brent DiRoma
Jersey Boys (Ensemble)

Luis Figueroa
Wicked (Ensemble)

Daniel LeClaire
Book of Mormon (Elder 
Grant)

Kelly Teal Goyette
Shrek the Musical (Dragon/
Mama Bear/Mama Ogre)

Andre Jordan
Shrek the Musical (Donkey)

Stephen Michael Kane
Rock of Ages (Franz)

Amanda Kloots Larsen
Follies (Ensemble)

Christian Marriner
South Pacific (Billis)

Leslie McDonel
American Idiot (Heather)

Michael Mindlin
Bring It On (Ensemble)

Christopher Sieber
La Cage aux Folles (Albin)

Jacob Smith
Spamalot (Sir Dennis Galahad, 
Black Knight, Father)

Stephanie Torns
Wicked (Elphaba Stand-by)

Chris Woods
Shrek the Musical (Straw Pig, 
u/s Lord Farquaad)

ON BROADWAY
Ward Billeisen
Anything Goes (Ensemble)

Genson Blimline
Rock of Ages (Lonny)

John Edwards
Jersey Boys (Hal Miller)

Caissie Levy 
Ghost the Musical (Molly)

Terra C. MacCleod
Chicago (Velma Kelly)

Anastacia McCleskey
Priscilla Queen of the Desert 
(Diva)

Kristen Martin
Spider-Man: Turn Off The 
Dark (Ensemble, u/s Mary 
Jane)

Ralph Meitzler
Rock of Ages (Swing)

Emily Padgett
Rock of Ages (Sherrie)

Alexander Quiroga
Wicked (Ensemble, u/s 
Witch’s Father and Ozian 
Offical)

Chandra Lee Schwartz
Wicked (Glinda)

Hannah Sloat
War Horse (Annie Gilbert, 
Ensemble, u/s Emilie)

Nic Thompson
Mary Poppins (Ensemble)
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You may have seen AMDA alumni in:

See an always-growing list of alumni appearances at amda.edu.
For more information, visit us online or call 800.367.7908.


